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The afternoon fo llow ing K i n g '*  a s s a s s in a t io n ,  a h u rr ie d ly  ca lled  H y d e  P a r k  m e
morial, sponsored by the Student U n io n ,  attracted  h u n d re d s  of students. Student storm  o r  ........... ,—

A college stops to think it over
- ^ f o c c i n n .  m e m o r ia l  C iv i l  W a r ? ”  h e  a s k e d . f o r  “ n e w  h o p e  in  a  t i m e  t h a t  w h i te  r a c i s t s .  “ T h e y ’r e  j u s t  £  s e e m s  c lo u d e d  o v e r  w ith  s e p a r a -  d a n g e r o u s  a s  t h e  p e r s o n  w l

‘ "  s h o t  M a r t i n  L u th e r  K in g  la
”  1 n K o r U P f l.

and in stru c to r slow ly  f ile d  to the  m icrophone. W h e th e r it w a s  ju s t  a lu ll before the
storm  o r tu rn in g  po int fo r  m a n y  heretofore u n c a r in g  in d iv id u a ls  re m a in s  to be seen.( L a  V o z  p h o to  b y  B o b  O r r )

By  A R N  H E L L E R
La V o i Ed ito r-in -C h ie f

A white college paid tribute  
to the late Dr. M artin  Luther 
King when hundreds of De Anza 
students attended a Hyde Park  
gathering two Fridays ago in 
honor of the slain civ il rights 
leader.

A sense of urgency, fru stra -
tion and despair marked those 
students and instructors who 
spoke what they felt needed to 
be said.

AND W H AT  N E E D E D  to be
said, it appeared, was a kind of

g r o u p  c o n fe s s io n ,  m e m o r ia l  
a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  n o t  to  h a v e
a n o t h e r  C iv i l  W a r .

A s  h u n d r e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  g a t h -
e r e d  a r o u n d  th e  f o u n ta in  in  f r o n t  
o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  s t e p s ,  G a r y  G ia -  
r e t t o ,  S tu d e n t  U n io n  m e m b e r ,  
e x p l a i n e d  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  
h u r r i e d l y  c a l le d  m e e t i n g  —  “ to  
p a y  t r i b u t e  to  a  g r e a t  m a n . ”  

“ M a r t i n  L u th e r  K in g  i s  d e a d ,  
b u t  r a c i s m  e x is ts  s t i l l , ”  G ia r e t t o  
s a i d .  “ T h i s  i s  a  w h i te  c o l le g e ,  
w e  l i v e  in  a  w h i te  c o m m u n i ty  
. . .  I  w a n t  to  k n o w  w h a t  y o u  
p e o p l e  in t e n d  to  d o  a b o u t  i t .  D o  
w e  h a v e  to  g o  th r o u g h  a n o t h e r

C iv i l  W a r ? ”  h e  a s k e d .

G I A R E T T O  P R O P O S E D  s e t -
t i n g  u p  in te r a c t io n  g r o u p s  w ith  
s t u d e n t s ’ n e ig h b o rs , s o m e th in g  
b e t t e r ,  h e  s a id ,  th a n  m e r e ly  a d -
m i t t i n g  “ Y e s ,  y e s ,  i t ’s  to o  b a d .”

G i a r e t t o  a ls o  s u g g e s te d  s t a r t -
i n g  a n  a c t i v e  s e m in a r  a t  D e  
A n z a  t h a t  w o u ld  go o u t  t o  N e g r o  
g h e t t o e s .  " I t ’s  n o t  a  t h i n g  y o u ’r e  
g o in g  t o  g e t  a  g r a d e  f o r  —  i t  
m i g h t  s a v e  y o u r  l i f e .”

R E V .  O 'D E L L  o f fe r e d  a  p r a y -
e r  f o r  n o n -v io le n c e  t h a t  i s  “ a g -
g r e s s i v e  a n d  lo v in g .”  H e  c a l l e d

de De Anza

From "Letter f ro m  B i r m in g 

ham Ja il" by M a r t in  L u th e r 

King:

(1) We have w aited fo r m ore  
than 340 years fo r ou r con st itu 
tional and God-given righ ts. T h e  
nations of Asia  and A fr ic a  a re  
moving with jet-like speed to 
ward gaining politica l ind ep end 
ence, but we still creep  at ho rse - 
and-buggy pace tow ard  g a in in g  
a cup of coffee at a lu nch  co u n 
ter.

n o t  g e t  t h e r e . .
* —  ««. “ j  h a v e  a d ream  th a t” * — „

Perhaps it is ea sy  fo r those  
who never felt the s t in g in g  d a rts  
®f segregation to sa y , "W a it . ”
®ut when you have seen vicious 
mobs lynch your mothers and 
lathers at will and drown your 
Asters and brothers at w him ; 
when you have seen hate-filled  
Policemen curse, kick, and even 
mil your black brothers and sis- 
.ots; when you see the vast ma- 
lority of your twenty million  

*9ro brothers smothering in 
a'^i9ht cage of poverty in

* midst of an affluent society; 
when you suddenly find your 
ongue twisted and your speech 
stammering as you seek to ex- 
P am to your six-year-old daugh- 
*r why she can't go to the pub- 
,lc amusement park that has 
|Ust been advertised on televi-
,0js. and see tears welling up 

P r eyes when she is told that
ch 'U ° Wn ' s  c ' o se t * f °  e ° 'o r e ^
■ dren, and see ominous clouds

* mferiority form in her little  
ental sky, and see her begin-

by9rt*# dis,ort her personality 
bin e*°P,r|9 an unconscious 

* rn®ss toward white people;

w h e n  y o u  have  to concoct a n  a n 
s w e r  fo r  a five -yea r-o ld  son  w ho 
i s  a s k in g :  "D a d d y ,  w h y  do  w h ite  
peop le  treat so lo red  people  so  
m e a n ? " ;  when y o u  ta ke  a c r o s s 
c o u n t ry  d rive  and  f in d  it  ne ce s
s a r y  to  sleep n ig h t  after n igh t 
in  the  uncom fo rtab le  c o rn e rs  o f 
y o u r  autom ob ile  b e cau se  no m o 
te l w il l  accept y o u ;  w h e n  you  
a re  hu m ilia te d  d a v  in  and  d a y  
o u t  b y  n a gg in g  s ig n s  re ad in g  
" w h i t e "  and " c o lo r e d ; "  w hen 
y o u r  first n a m e  b e co m e s " n i g 
g e r , "  y o u r m idd le  n a m e  b e 
c o m e s  " b o y "  (h o w e v e r  o ld  you  
a r e )  a n d  y o u r  la s t  n a m e  b e 
c o m e s  " J o h n , "  and  v o u r  w ife 
a n d  m othe r a re  n e v e r  g iv e n  the 
re sp e c te d  title " M r s . " ;  w hen 
y o u  a re  h a rr ie d  b v  d a y  and  
h a u n te d  by n ig h t  b v  the  fact 
th a t  you  a re  a N e g ro ,  l iv in g  
c o n s ta n t ly  at t ip  - toe stance, 
n e v e r  quite k n o w in g  w h a t  to e x 
pe c t  next, and a re  p la gu e d  w ith  
in n e r  fe a rs  and  ou te r re sen t 
m e n t s ;  when y o u  a re  fo re ve r 
f ig h t in g  a d e g e n e ra t in g  san se  of 
"n o b o d in e s s "  —  then  yo u  w ill 
u n d e rsta n d  w h y  w e f in d  it d if 

f ic u lt  to wait.
T h e re  com es a t im e  w hen the

c u p  o f endu rance  ru n s  o ve r, 
a n d  m en  are  no  lo n ge r w ill in g  
to  be p lunged  into  the  a b y s s  of 
d e sp a ir .  I hope, s ir s ,  y ou  ca n  
u n d e rsta n d  o u r  le g it im a te  and  

un a vo id a b le  im patience .

“ I  h a v e  a  d r e a m  t h a t  m y  f o u r  
l i t t l e  c h i ld r e n  w ill o n e  d a y  l iv e  
i n  a  n a t i o n  w h e re  t h e y  w il l  n o t  
b e  j u d g e d  b y  th e  c o lo r  o f  t h e i r  
s k i n  b u t  th e  c o n te n t  o f  t h e i r  
c h a r a c t e r . ”  — M a rc h  o n  W a s h -
in g t o n ,  A u g . 28, 1963.

*  *  *

“ S o m e  o f  y o u  h a v e  k n iv e s  a n d  
I  a s k  t h a t  y o u  p u t  t h e m  u p . 
S o m e  o f  y o u  h a v e  a r m s  a n d  I 
a s k  y o u  t o  p u t  th e m  u p .  G e t  th e  
w e a p o n s  o f  n o n -v io le n c e , th e  
b r e a s t p l a t e  o f r ig h te o u s n e s s ,  th e  
a r m o r  o f  t r u th  a n d  j u s t  k e e p  

m a r c h i n g . ”  — 1964 
*  *  *

f o r  “ n e w  h o p e  in  a  t i m e  t h a t  
s e e m s  c lo u d e d  o v e r  w ith  s e p a r a -
t io n  a n d  d e s p a i r . ”

E n g l i s h  i n s t r u c t o r  R o b e r t  B e r -
n a s c o n i  s a i d  h is  o w n  w o r d s  
w o u ld  b e  i n a d e q u a te  a n d  r e a d  
in s t e a d  a n  e x c e r p t  f r o m  K in g ’s  
“ L e t t e r  F r o m  B i r m in g h a m  
J a i l . ”  ( S e e  b e lo w .)

F e l lo w  E n g l i s h  in s t r u c to r  P h i l -
l ip  S t o k e s  r e a d  f ro m  a  n o te  h e  
h a d  w r i t t e n .  “ O K , g o o d  w h i te  
m a n ,  w h a t  a r e  y o u  g o in g  to  
d o ? ”  h e  a s k e d .  S to k e s  w a r n e d  
t h a t  “ t h e  l a s t  c h a n c e  i s  h e r e . ”  

( S e e  b e lo w .)

J O S E P H  B R E N N A N  n o w  p r o -
p o s e d  o n e  m in u te  o f  s i l e n c e .  
“ O n e  m i n u t e , ”  h e  u r g e d .  
“ P l e a s e  t h i n k  n o w .”  A n d  o n e  
m i n u t e  o f  s i le n c e  e n s u e d ,  m a r -
r e d  o n l y  b y  a  h a m m e r  p o u n d -
i n g  a w a y  a t  t h e  u n f in is h e d  W in e -

r y .T h e  m ic r o p h o n e  w a s  n o w  o p e n  
t o  a n y o n e  w is h in g  to  s p e a k .  F o r  
m a n y ,  i t  w a s ,  th e y  a d m i t t e d ,  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e  t h e y  h a d  e v e r  s p o k e n  
p u b l i c ly ,  b u t  th e y  c o u ld  f in d  n o  
m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t im e  t o  b e g in .

F i r s t  t o  s p e a k  w a s  G a r y  W a t -
k i n s ,  w h o  r e c a l le d  s t a n d in g  o n  
a  s t r e e t  c o r n e r  in  N o r th  C a r o -
l i n a  i n  1962 s h o u tin g  o b s c e n i t ie s  
a t  M a r t i n  L u th e r  K in g  a s  h e  
m a r c h e d  b y .  “ I  w a s  a f r a i d , ”  h e

e x p l a i n e d .
W A T K I N S  R E L A T E D  h is  t e l e -

p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t io n  w i th  h i s  
m o t h e r  i n  N o r th  C a r o l in a  t h e  
n i g h t  o f  K in g ’s  a s s a s s in a t io n .  
“ M y  m o t h e r  s a id  s h e  w a s  r e -

l i e v e d . ”
W a tk in s  a c c u s e d  m a n y  s t u -

d e n t s  in  t h e  a u d ie n c e  o f  b e in g

w h i te  r a c i s t s .  “ T h e y ’r e  j u s t  a s  
d a n g e r o u s  a s  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  
s h o t  M a r t i n  L u th e r  K in g  l a s t
n ig h t ,”  h e  c h a r g e d .

“ I ’m  n o  l o n g e r  a f r a id  o f  w h a t  
h e  w a s  t r y i n g  to  d o ,”  W a tk in s  
r e l a t e d .  H e  d i d ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a r n  
s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  t r y in g  to  e f f e c t  
a  c h a n g e  t o  “ b e  c a r e f u l .”

T I N A  G R I F F I N ,  a  N e g ro  c o -
e d , s a i d  s a d l y ,  “ I  d o n ’t  k n o w  
w h a t  y o u  g u y s  a r e  g o in g  t o  d o  
n o w . W h a t ’s  l e f t ?  Y o u  g u y s  h a v e  
to  d o  s o m e th i n g .  T h is  s u m m e r ,  
m a y b e  t h i s  w e e k e n d ,  i t ’s  g o in g

to  b e  h e l l . ”
O n e  s t u d e n t  p o in te d  to  t h e  f a c t

t h a t  t h e  U .  S .  i s  s p e n d in g  $40 
m i l l io n  a  d a y  i n  V ie tn a m . H e  r e -
m a r k e d  t h a t  j u s t  o n e  d a y ’s  V i e t -
n a m  a l l o t m e n t  c o u ld  s e t  u p  40 
N e g r o  b a n k s .  “ I t ’s  n e v e r  to o

l a t e  t o  s t a r t  i t . ”
“ I  t h i n k  i t ’s  t i m e  I  s a id  s o m e -

t h i n g , ”  s a i d  a n o t h e r  s t u d e n t .  
“ I t ’s  o u r  f a u l t . ”  H e  s a id  N e g -
r o e s  a r e  l o o t i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
c a n ’t  a f f o r d  t h e  m a te r i a l  g o o d s  
t h e  w h i t e  m a n  c a n .  “ W h y  c a n ’t  
t h e y  a f f o r d  t h e m ?  B e c a u s e  w e

w o n ’t  l e t  t h e m . ”
A N O T H E R  S T U D E N T  p o in te d  

to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  v e r y  f e w  N e g -
r o e s  g o  t o  D e  A n z a . “ O n  o u r  
c a m p u s  y o u  c a n  c o u n t t h e m , ”

s h e  s a i d .
A n d  s o  i t  w e n t .  O n e  s tu d e n t

r e m a r k e d  t h a t  th e  H y d e  P a r k  
c e r e m o n y  “ r e l i e v e s  g u i l t  f e e l -
i n g s .”  H e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  M a r t in  
L u t h e r  K i n g  s a i d  o n e  m u s t  h a v e  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  d i e  f o r  in  o r d e r  
t o  l i v e .  H e  a s k e d  h o w  m a n y  D e  
A n z a  s t u d e n t s  h a d  s o m e th in g  to

d i e  f o r .
S lo w ly  t h e  c r o w d  d i s p e r s e d  . . .

o e n i s  ii* — -

<OK good white mao
V A J J V  b l a c k  o r  w h i l e I ™ /

. .. . * -.«   o a r t  —  D ia cK . U   s u c l l

“ C o w a rd ic e  a s k s  t h e  q u e s t io n  
‘I s  i t  s a f e ? ’ E x p e d ie n c y  a s k s  th e  
q u e s t io n  ‘I s  i t  p o l i t i c ? ’ V a n i ty  
a s k s  t h e  q u e s tio n  ‘I s  i t  p o p u l a r ? ’ 
B u t  c o n s c ie n c e  a s k s  t h e  q u e s -
t i o n  ‘I s  i t  r i g h t? ’ A n d  t h e r e  
c o m e s  a  t im e  w h e n  o n e  m u s t  
t a k e  a  p o s it io n  t h a t  i s  n e i th e r  
s a f e ,  n o r  p o lit ic , n o r  p o p u la r ,  
b u t  h e  m u s t  t a k e  i t  b e c a u s e  
c o n s c i e n c e  te l l s  h im  t h a t  i t  i s  
r i g h t . ”  —O n t a k i n g  a  s t a n d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  V ie tn a m  W a r ,  1967.

*

“ I t  m a y  g e t  m e  c r u c i f i e d .  I  
m a y  e v e n  d ie . B u t  I  w a n t  i t  s a i d  
e v e n  i f  I  d i e  in  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  
‘H e  d i e d  to  m a k e  m e n  free.' ”

" L i k e  everybody, I w ou ld  like 

t o  liv e  a long life. Lo n ge v ity  
h a s  its  place. Bu t I 'm  not con 
c e rn e d  about that now . I just 
want to do G o d 's  w ill. . . . I 'v e  
lo o ke d  over and I 'v e  seen the 
p ro m ise d  land. I  m a y  not get 
th e re  w ith  you, b u t  I w ant you  
to  k n o w  tonight that w e a s  a 
p eop le  w ill get to the  p ro m ise d  
la n d . "  — A p ril 3, 1968 (the  d a y

(,js a ssa ss in a t ion ).

T h e  fo llow ing  is  the f ir s t  p a rt  
o f E n g l i s h  instructor P h il l ip  
S t o k e s ' m e ssage  w h ich  he  read 
at th e  H y d e  P a rk  ce rem ony:

O K  g o o d  w h ite  m a n  w h a ta  
g o n n a  d o ?  W h a ta  g o n n a  s a y ?  
T h e  b l a c k  m a n  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  
y o u .  W h a ta  g o n n a  D O  w h i te y ?  
T h e  b l a c k  m a n , t h e  H . R a p  
B r o w n ,  t h e  S to k le y  C a r m i c h a e l ,  
a n d  n o w  t h e  M a r t in  L u t h e r  K in g  
s a y s  “ w h i t e  m a n , w h a t a  g o n n a

d o  NOW?
H o w  i s  i t  p o ss ib le  to  s a y  t o  o u r

b l a c k  f r i e n d s —a n d  c e r t a i n l y  o u r
b l a c k  e n e m ie s ,  “ I ’m  s o r r y — I
n e v e r  t h o u g h —I  d id n ’t  m e a n — I
p r a y e d  i t  w o u ld n ’t — w h a t a  g o n n a
s a y ,  w h i t e  m a n — IT  D ID !  W h a ta
g o n n a  s a y ?  Y ou  g o n n a  s a y  “ a t
l a s t  I  lo v e  y o u ? ”  B y  t h i s  t r a g e d y
I  w a s  a b l e  to  f e e l  y o u r  g r i e f ?  B y
t h i s  t r a g e d y  I  a m  a b l e  t o  s a y ,
“ Y o u r  h e r o  is  m y  h e r o ? ”  I  a m
a b l e  t o  a d m i t  y o u —b e c a u s e  y o u
to o  n o w  h a v e  a  s l a in  K in g  o f
I n n o c e n c e ?  N O ! N O ! Y o u ’r e  n o t
g o n n a  m a r c h  in to  t h e  g h e t to s
a n d  s a y  b y  y o u r  v e r y  n u m b e r s ,
“ H e y ,  m a n ,  w e ’r e  w i th  y o u ”  . . .
C o m e  o n ,  w e  c a n  d o  i t !  Y o u ’r e
g o n n a  p u t  o n  a  sh o w  t h a t  n o  m a n

—  b l a c k  o r  w h i te  —  c a n  d e n y !  
Y o u ’r e  g o n n a  m a r c h  in  s u c h  
g r e a t  n u m b e r s  —  a n d  i n  s u c h  
g r e a t  s y m p a t h y  t h a t  n o  o n e  
c o u ld  d e n y  y o u r  s in c e r i ty — t h e  
t i m e  h a s  c o m e  f o r  d e m o n s t r a -
t io n s !  N o t  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t io n  o f  
t h e  a g g r i e v e d  a g a in s t  th e  p e r s e -
c u t e d ,  b u t  o f  t h e  p e r s e c u te d  w h o  
c r y  o u t  i n  a  lo u d  v o ic e —“ f o r g iv e  
u s  f o r  w e  k n o w  n o t  w h a t w e  h a v e

d o n e ! ”
T h e  l a s t  c h a n c e  i s  h e r e — t h e  

l a s t  c h a n c e  f o r  u s  to  l e a v e  o u r  
c o m f o r t a b l e  s u b u r b a n  r u b b l e s  
a n d  m e e t  t h e  b la c k  m a n ’s  t r o u -
b l e s — o n  m a s s e — w ith  q u e s t io n s  
— n o t  a n s w e r s — w ith  p i t i f u l  c r i e s  
t h a t  T H E Y  w il l  p i ty  u s ,  n o t  v a i n  
p r a y e r s  t h a t  th e y  w ill  u n d e r -

s t a n d  u s .
W ith  t h e  u l t im a te  a w a r e n e s s  

o f  d i g n i t y — n o t  w ith  th e  g r a n t i n g  
o f  d i g n i t y  w i l l  w e  m a r c h  in to  t h e  
f o r b i d d e n  l a n d ,  a n d  t o g e t h e r  
m a k e  o f  i t  a  p ro m is e d  l a n d .  W e  
m u s t  b e g i n  a  m o v e m e n t  o f  d e m -
o n s t r a t i o n  t h a t  w ill t a k e  t h e  
w e a p o n  f r o m  th e  h a n d s  o f  B la c k  
P o w e r  a n d  W h ite  P o w e r  a l ik e ,  
a n d  t u r n  t h e m  b o th  in to  p lo w -
s h a r e s  o f  p r o g r e s s  f o r  a l l  o f  u s . ”
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